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T
he B.C. Press Council survived the economic woes of 2009
by decreasing operating costs and adjusting membership
dues.

The Press Council will operate within an $89,000
budget in 2010 after reducing operating costs by $36,000
and restructuring dues which had the net effect of
decreasing revenue by 30 percent.

Chair Jack Whittaker said the number represents a
bare-bones budget but directors knew they had to do
their part with member newspapers struggling under eco-
nomic numbers not known before.

Under the terms of membership established by found-
ing members in 1983, daily newspapers are assessed on
paid circulation. The B.C. & Yukon Community
Newspapers Association, with 130-odd members, is assessed on
a flat rate of $140/paper. 

The Canwest-owned Vancouver Sun, Province and Victoria
Times Colonist have in the past accounted for about 70 percent
of the annaul budget but will now pay 30 percent less. The com-

munity papers’ assessment has been increased from $16,000
annually to $22,000.

The Press Council met with Sun and Province Publisher
Kevin Bent and with the executive of the BCYCNA to
discuss the changes.

One of the largest cost-cutting measures taken by
directors was to forego three of its four quarterly meet-
ings in Vancouver. Instead, the three meetings will be
held by teleconference, saving transportation, hotel
and meeting costs. The annual meeting, held in June,
will continue to be held in Vancouver so member
newspapers may attend.

B.C. has not been not alone in its bid to survive.
Press Councils in every province and in other countries

have had to  reduce operating costs as they struggle to develop a
new business model. Directors also conducted a bylaw review
allowing for adjudications based on written submissions and for
online publications to become members.  

(See story below)                                

Jack Whittaker

GLACIER MEMBER

The Glacier Media Group took a
seat at the B.C. Press Council table in
2009 with the appointment of
Squamish Chief publisher, Tim
Shoults. Shoults is also regional
manager of the Sunshine Coast/Sea-
to-Sky area for the Glacier group.

Tim started his career at the Jasper
Booster before becoming editor of
the Chief and regional manager of
the Whistler Question, the Sunshine
Coast Reporter and the Bridge
Rover-Lillooet News. He is also a
member of the Glacier Editorial
Excellence Committee and the steer-
ing committee of the Glacier web ini-
tiative.

He has been active in the arts, the
Squamish Chamber of Commerce
and Squamish Rotary Club. In 2007
he was voted Business Person of the
Year by the chamber.   

Meeting
dates

March 9, 2010,
teleconference.

June 18, 2010,
Vancouver,

board meeting and 

AGM.

Oct. 8, 2010,
teleconference.

Nov. 29, 2010,
teleconference

Tim Shoults

A committee tasked with exploring future avenues for growth
and development has recommended that online B.C. media out-
lets performing a similar function to existing print newspapers be
allowed to join the Press Council.

The committee said in an era where print jouralism transcends
the printed page, this step is necessary to fulfill the Press
Council’s goals of promoting ethical practices within the B.C.
newspaper community while serving as a forum for complaints
against its members and to ensure the council’s continued sur-
vival and growth.

Independent online members could be admitted to a special
membership category from print, with dues to be determined
through a consultative process with interested online media out-
lets. The committee said the existing Code of Practice could be
applied to complaints about content published in an online publi-
cation with only slight wording change required to existing
bylaws. A bylaw review has since completed these changes and
the proposal to allow online publications to join the Press
Council will be voted on by member newspapers at the Annual
General Meeting June 18 in Vancouver.

The overwhelming majority of current members have an online
presence which the Press Council does not currently incorporate
ito its complaints procedure. Not all online content is identical to
the printed product on most of these websites, with anonymous
or semi-anonymous commenting being one of the differences. 

Press Council struggles with economic downturn

Membership may be 
opened to online mediaShoults joins

Press Council

British Columbia

Press Council
Encouraging the highest professional and ethical standards in journalism since 1983



Complaint summaries, 2009
Twenty-eight complaints were recorded during 2009. The Press

Council has now recorded 906 complaints and held 57 hearings since 
being founded in 1983.

Complaint statistics 2007 2008 2009

Carried forward, 2008 1                 1             0
Complaints recorded                       34                23           28

About
Advertising                                      1                  1            0
News stories           24 13          18
Opinion & comment    4 0            3
Letters to editor 5   6            5
Headlines 0 0            1
Photos & cartoons 0 2            1

Against
Metro dailies 9 2          12
Regional dailies 2 2            6
Community papers    21 16            6
Non-members 4 3 4

Disposition
By formal adjudication                    0 1 0
Rejected, in appropriate                   6 6 3
No follow-up 4 8 5
Mediation 4 2            5
Withdrawn, legal 0 0 0
Carried forward 1 0 3
Newspaper satisfied complainant     6                    1            3
Beyond 45 day filing rule                3  1 1
Rejected, no breach of code             8 2 3
Rejected, third party 0                    0            1
Rejected, non-member 0 0 3
Referred elsewhere 2 2 1

The Press Council handled 280 telphone calls during 2009 --many
about delivery issues and requests for member newspaper telephone

numbers. Callers with delivery issues were re-directed and 
member telephone numbers provided in all instances.  

Press
Council
Award
winner

Sandra Thomas, of the Vancouver
Courier, won the B.C. Press Council’s
2009 Investigative Journalism award.  

Presentation of the award was made
as part of the annual B.C. & Yukon
Community Newspaper’s Ma Murray
Awards Night. The award provides a
$1,000 cheque to the winner.

The Press Council also co-sponsored
with the BCYCNA the High School
Essay Scholarship program in which
three winners share $10,000 in prize
money.

The 2009 winners were Stephanie
Lai, of Richmond, first-place for
$5,000; Jeff Tanaka, of Surrey, second
at $3,500, and Rance Robazza, of
Campbell River, third for $1,500.

Students were asked to write a 500-
word essay to their communuity paper,
answering the question, “How can com-
munity newspapers better serve and
engage their young readers?”

The Press Council has been a sponsor
of both programs for a number of years
but had to withdraw from 2010 com-
peitions because of the economic
downturn in the industry. It hopes to
return as a sponsor when the economy
improves.

Sandra
Thomas

201 Selby Street

Nanaimo, B.C., V9R 2R2

Telephone 1-888-687-2213 (toll free)

email: council@bcpresscouncil,.org

website: bcpresscouncil.org   

Board of Directors
Public members-
Jack Whittaker, chair, Osoyoos; Lee Ongman,vice-chair, Prince

George; Vern Slaney, treasurer, Parksville; Vivian Tran,
Vancouver, Lynne Kennedy, Vancouver, Dennis Pavlich,
Vancouver.

Industry members-
Shelley Fralic, Vancouver Sun; Tim Shoults, Squamish Chief;
Glenn Mitchell, Vernon Morning News; Pat Tracy, Burnaby
Now/Royal City Record; Lucinda Chodan, Victoria Times
Colonist.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 350
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


